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Food warnings soon?

AGREEMENT
ON FRONT-
OF-PACKAGE
LABELLING
APPEARS TO BE
ON HORIZON

By Marlon Madden

After months of uncertainty and failure to
get enough support, the highly touted front-of-
package labelling (FOPL) system to be adopted
by Barbados and other Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) member states appears to be just
months away from becoming reality.

Coordinator of the “high in” octagonal
shape FOPL standards, the CARICOM
Regional Organisation for Standards and
Quality (CROSQ), is in the process of a final
review of the resubmitted documents.

Fulgence St Prix, CROSQ’s Technical
Officer Responsible for Standards and
Technical Regulations, told Barbados TODAY
the review of those documents should be done
“sometime this month” and once completed, it
would be sent to member states who will then
be expected to send back their response.

“I will give three months for the member
states to respond because I know they would
need to engage in extensive consultations with
their stakeholders because we always ask them
to do that. And then they would submit their
position on it,” he said.

“So that document now has been received
by the CROSQ Secretariat. I am currently
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. Technical Regulations.

in the process of reviewing it to ensure that
the language is correct. Nothing is changing
technically. So that is where we are now.
“Once that is completed, I will submit the
standard to all member states for acceptance,
along with a voting form, along with the
disposition of the comments sheet so they
would see how the comments that were

received during the voting period in 2021

have been addressed, and so they can make a

decision accordingly. So that is where we are at

with the standard at present,” he explained.
Asked if the FOPL standard would likely

be implemented at the start of 2024, St Prix

said there was no guarantee but it was possible

depending on how member states vote this time
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around.

“If T get the level of positive response
that is required — that is the 75 per cent —
then certainly it will be submitted to the
next available COTED [Council Trade and
Economic Development] or the next available
joint COTED/COSHOD [Council for Human
and Social Development], whichever one the
CARICOM Secretariat recommends I submit it
to. So there is a possibility but not something I
could speak to definitively, but we are hoping
that is the outcome,” he explained.

The intended “high in” octagonal shape
FOPL for pre-packaged goods would indicate
the level of sodium, sugars and fats in the item.

Following a high-level CARICOM meeting
in 2017, a recommendation was made for the
development of the FOPL as one approach to
address the non-communicable disease (NCD)
problem in the region. CROSQ was tasked with
developing a FOPL standard, on which work
began in 2018.

Following the submission of the draft of
the standard in 2021, and after months of
discussions and research, CARICOM member
states voted on the suggested model, with six
countries voting for, three against, and six
abstaining. That fell short of the 75 per cent
support needed for it to be approved.

The CARICOM Private Sector Organisation
(CPSO) then embarked on a study for a new
proposal to be put forward. The report from
that study along with concerns and a FOPL
study done in Jamaica were submitted to the
technical committee for consideration.

Countries were expected to review the
documents and give their position, which they
did by the end of March this year. The majority
indicated that they supported the existing
format and label that was in the standard.
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