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KEY PRINCIPLES OF THE MULTILAI
TRADING SYSTEM




CARI COM" S KEY TRA

A World TradeOrganisatiorAgreements

A CARIFORUM/EU Economic Partnership
Agreement2008

A Revisedlreatyof Chaguaramag001

A Variety of bilateral treaties with territories
such as CostaRica,Cubaand the Dominican
Republic
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

A Shouldbe basedon sound
evidence

A Use relevant international
standardsjf any,asaguide

A Are there other reasonable

‘ alternatives that would be
as effective in securingthe
public health/NCDs goal?

(go for the least trade
restrictiveoption possible)

A Non-discriminatory
application
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POLICY OPTIONS / RECOMMENDE
ACTIONS




POLICY OPTIONS / RECOMMENDE
ACTIONS

A Tax on sugar sweetened
beverages;

A Excisetaxes on alcoholic
beverages and tobacco
products

A Imposition of higher
tariffs on  unhealthy

foods

A Restrictionson the sale
and marketing of
unhealthyfoods

A Plainpackaging
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POLICY OPTIONS / RECOMMENDE
ACTIONS

A Improved labelling of food
productsandbeverages

A Selective use of tariffs to
provide incentives for the
lowering of the price of
healthy food choices to
encourage Increased
accessibilityand consumption

A Use of flexibilities under Art.
6.2 and the de minimis
provisions of the Agreement
on Agriculture to promote
domesticproduction of health
foods/ generateincomewhich
provides access to these
foods
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NEW FRONTIERS IN NCDS AND TRAL
IP & ACCESS TO MEDICINES
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DOHA DECLARATION ON TRIPS «
PUBLIC HEALTH 2001

4. We agree that the TRIPSAgreementdoesnot and shouldnot prevent membersfrom taking measuresto
protect public health. Accordinglywhile reiterating our commitmentto the TRIP&\greement,we affirm that
the Agreementcan and should be interpreted and implementedin a manner supportive of WTOmembers'
right to protect publichealth and, in particular, to promote accesgo medicinesfor all.

In this connection,we reaffirm the right of WTOmembersto use, to the full, the provisionsin the TRIPY
Agreementwhichprovideflexibility for this purpose |

5. Accordinglyand in the light of paragraph4 above, while maintaining our commitmentsin the TRIP$
Agreementwe recognizehat theseflexibilitiesinclude |

In applyingthe customaryrules of interpretation of public international law, eachprovisionof the TRIPY
Agreementshall be read in the light of the object and purpose of the Agreementas expressed,in
particular,in its objectivesandprinciples

Eachmemberhasthe right to grant compulsorylicencesand the freedomto determinethe groundsupon
which suchlicencesare granted.

Eachmemberhasthe right to determinewhat constitutesa nationalemergencyor other circumstance®f
extreme urgency, it being understood that public health crises,including those relating to HIV/AIDS)]
tuberculosismalariaand other epidemics,canrepresenta nationalemergencyor other circumstance®f
extremeurgency..

6. We recognizethat WTOmemberswith insufficient or no manufacturingcapacitiesin the pharmaceutica
sector could face difficulties in makingeffective use of compulsorylicensingunder the TRIP&\greement We
instruct the Councilfor TRIPSo find an expeditioussolution to this problem and to report to the General
Councilbeforethe end of 2002
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NEW FRONTIERS IN NCDS AND TR
IP & PLAIN PACKAGING
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NEW FRONTIERS IN NCDS AND TR
IP & PLAIN PACKAGING TEST CA

Australiat Certain Measures Concerning Trademarks and Other Plain
Packaging Requirements Applicable to Tobacco Products and Packaging

(WT/DS434 & WT/DS435, WT/DS441, WT/DS458, WT/DS467)

A Complaintsby the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Honduras, Ukraine and
Indonesia challenging the WTQconsistencyof Au st r ladisiateont s
Implementingthe Guidelineson plain packagingdevelopedpursuantto
the WHOFrameworkConventionon TobaccdControl( * FCT C’ )

A Comp | a argumentslsasedon the GeneralAgreementon Tariffsand
Trade1994 ( * G A9BA Ythe WTOAgreementon TechnicalBarriersto
Trade( * TABT e e maedthe TR)PAgreement

A Ruling not expected before July 2016 Trinidad & Tobagois the only
CARICOMIember Stateparticipatingasa third party in thesedisputes

A Panel composition Mr. Alexander Erwin (South Africa) (Chair) Mr.
FrancoiDessemonte{Switzerlandjand DameBillie Miller (Barbados)
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
(THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY ADVOC
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THANK YOU

Nicole D. Foster

Attrhaw, Lecturer & HCC Policy Advisor




