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The	Heart	Founda=on	of	Jamaica	(HFJ)	was	established	in	1971		
§ A	 member	 of	 The	 InterAmerican	 Heart	 Founda=on,	 the	
Framework	Conven=on	Alliance	and	The	World	Heart	Federa=on.		

§  	 HFJ	 is	 involved	 in	 preven=on	 programmes	 for	 cardiovascular	
disease.		

§ Spearheaded	 the	 establishment	 of	 The	 Jamaica	 Coali=on	 for	
Tobacco	Control	(JCTC)	on	May	31,	World	No	Tobacco	Day,	2002.		

	
	
	
	



		
		

	Members:

•  Associa/on of General Prac//oners, Jamaica

•  Caribbean College of Family Physicians, Jamaica 

Chapter

•  Jamaica Psychiatric Associa/on

•  Diabetes Associa/on of Jamaica

•  Jamaica Cancer Society

•  Nurses Associa/on of Jamaica

•  The Heart Founda/on of Jamaica

•  The Medical Associa/on of Jamaica

•  The Dental Associa/on of Jamaica


	



																				
	 	JCTC	VISION:	

• A	tobacco	free	Jamaica	
	JCTC	MISSION:	

• De-normalizing	the	use	of	tobacco	and	all	
nico4ne	products	

	
	



JCTC advocacy

		

• Close	working	rela=onship	with	MOH	
• Support	for	implemen=ng	and	monitoring	tobacco	laws	
• Sensi=za=on	mee=ngs	with	key	stakeholders	
• LeYers	to	the	Editor	and	ar=cles	in	the	newspapers		
• Monitoring	the	ac=vi=es	of	the	tobacco	industry,	sharing	
breaches	of	Ar=cle	5.3	by	stakeholders	(which	s=pulates	how	
government	and	its	employees	should	interact	with	tobacco	
companies)	

• Watchdog	Role-	Naming	and	shaming	-	repor=ng	to	Government	
any	infringements	of	FCTC	Ar=cles	

• Countering	claims	by	the	tobacco	industry	

	
	



Case studies and effec/ve ac/on by civil 
society




Plans	to	increase	tobacco	produc4on	
	

•  2011-There	had	been	an	 increase	 in	 the	amount	of	 farmers	growing	
tobacco	 in	 the	 last	 two	 years.	 Approximately	 500	 farmers	 on	 	 300	
acres	were	noted.	

•  The	 Ministry	 of	 Agriculture,	 the	 Rural	 Agricultural	 Development	
Authority	 (RADA),	 tobacco	 company	 Carreras	 and	 local	 farmers	
inves=gated	ways	in	which	the	famers	can	increase	the	produc=on	of	
tobacco	for	export.		

•  The	 former	 Minister	 of	 Agriculture	 said	 the	 Government	 would	
provide	 the	 farmers	 with	 Crown	 lands	 and	 technical	 support	 from		
Carreras	in	order	to	get	the	project	which	is	being	led	by	Carreras,	“off	
the	ground".	

	



Plans to increase tobacco produc/on 





JCTC response re increased tobacco 
produc/on


		
• Prepared	press	release	and	open	leYer	to	the	Prime	Minister	and	
other	Cabinet	Ministers	

• Ar=cles	wriYen	about	issues,	press	release	printed,	Radio	and	TV	
interviews	done	around	the	Caribbean		

• Reached	out	to	our	regional	and	interna=onal	partners	
• Press	release	picked	up	by	23	local	regional	and	interna=onal	
websites	

	







• HCC	and	CCS		carried	ar=cles	and	comments	on	their	website,	wrote	
to	PM	and	Minister	of	Health	

		

Our Partners response re increased tobacco 
produc/on




•  FCA	listserv	carried	ar=cles	and	comments	on	its	website	and	listserv	
• Corporate	Accountability	launched	an	email	pe==on	asking	members	
to	send	emails	to	the	Jamaican	Prime	Minister	and	Minister	of	Health	

• Over	3,500	emails	sent	
•  LeYers	wriYen	by	interna=onal	partners	(PAHO,	WHF,	CTFK,	to	Prime	
Minister	and	others	

Interna/onal Partners response re increased 
tobacco produc/on




Interna/onal Partners response re increased tobacco 
produc/on


BMJ	Tobacco	Journal	carried	an	ar=cle	in	its	News	Analysis	sec=on	
	
	



	Ministry	of	Agriculture	shelved	the	plan	to	increase	
tobacco	produc4on	

•  	This	plan	was	in	contraven=on	of			
	FCTC	Ar=cles	5.3,	15-17		

•  	Plans	were	made	to	encourage		
	farmers		to	plant	alternate	crops	

•  	43%	drop	in	tobacco	cul=va=on	
	2013	



Breaches of Ar/cle 5.3

March	2012	-tobacco	company	representa=ve	appointed	to	Public	Health	
Board	
	

•  The	Bureau	of	Standards	Jamaica	-Standards	Council	is	a	
Government	Board	

•  This	Board	was	responsible	for	the	approval	of	the	Graphic	Health	
warning	standard	for	cigareYe	products	

•  LeYers	sent	to	the	relevant	Ministries	and	Board	Chairman	
highligh=ng	contraven=on	of	Ar=cle	5.3	of	the	FCTC	

•  MOH	and	the	JCTC	presented	to	the		Board	explaining	the	breach	of	
Ar=cle	5.3	

•  Tobacco	company	representa4ve	removed	from	the	Public	Health	
Board	



Breaches of Ar/cle 5.3


	 	 	BSJ	Website	



New BSJ Standard Board minus TI member




 
 



	Youth	smoking	preven4on	programme	launched	in	June	2010	-	ini=a=ng	
this	campaign	in	Jamaica		in	collabora=on	with:	

•  The	Ministry	of	Educa=on,		
•  The	Child	Development	Agency		

	Objec=ve	
	To	prevent	the	purchase	of	cigareYes	by	persons	under	18	year	of	age	
(research	has	shown	that	these	programmes	have	the	opposite	effect)	

	

Breaches of Ar/cle 5.3




Breaches of Ar/cle 5.3


2011-2012	Carreras	Annual	Report	



This graphic is in breach of Ar/cle 5.3 of the FCTC 





The	JCTC	wrote	leYers	to	the	Ministry	of	Educa=on,	Child	Development	
Agency	and	prepared	a	press	release	
The	tobacco	company	was	also	wriYen	to	on	the	maYer	by	Ministry	of	
Educa=on	
The	programme	was	halted??	
	

Breaches of Ar/cle 5.3




5 years later!! the TI once again uses this 
graphic on their cigareOe dispensers




LeOers were again wriOen to the relevant 
agencies. Graphics removed within 5 days




Lessons learned

• Civil	society	efforts	are	crucial	to	successful	tobacco	control	efforts	
• A	strong	coali=on	founded	on	teamwork	needed	
• Mul=-sectoral	partnerships	important	for	advocacy	
•  Strong	and	respected	leadership	is	essen=al	
• Access	to	Informa=on	Act	very	useful	for	obtaining	informa=on	from	
Government	Ministries	about	alleged	breaches	of	the	FCTC	

	
	



Lessons learned

•  Support	from	interna=onal	partners	is	very	important		
• Media	 can	 be	 a	 powerful	 tool	 for	 and	 ally	 of	 tobacco	 control	
advocates		

• POLICY,	POLICY,	POLICY	
	

	
	
	



 
 CommiOed to a Smoke Free Caribbean 



                                                       

                   

                                   

                                                       

                   

                                   


