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Dear <Name of high-level official>

On behalf of <name of your organisation>, I am writing to congratulate you on your leading role in the successful adoption of Transforming our World: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This new agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), is a monumental achievement for the government and people of <country name>.

The SDG 3 on health calls for governments to “ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all, at all ages.” Within this is a target to “by 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) through prevention and treatment, and promote mental health and wellbeing” (target 3.4). This is the first time NCDs have been included in the global sustainable development agenda. Other targets addressing issues including strengthening tobacco control (3.a), improving access to essential medicines (3.b), reducing the harmful use of alcohol (3.5) and achieving universal health coverage (UHC, 3.8) are directly related to NCDs. Together, these commitments form an ambitious agenda and call to action for all countries, especially  <country name>.  

We strongly encourage you to act on this new vision without delay, and implement bold actions to improve the health and development outcomes of people who are most affected by diseases including cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic lung diseases, and mental and neurological disorders.

<Name of your organisation> particularly encourages the following: 
· Establish and accelerate actions to achieve target 3.4 on reducing NCD mortality. This SDG target elevates the WHO “25x25” target to a commitment made by Heads of State and Governments at the United Nations. It reinforces that NCDs are not just a health issue, but a sustainable development priority requiring whole-of government responses and leadership at the highest level. The WHO Global NCD Action Plan 2013-2020 provides essential policy guidelines;
· Take action beyond the health sector and address NCDs through policies and programs in all dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social, and environmental). NCDs are not just a health issue, and must be addressed through a whole-of-government approach;
· Incorporate NCDs into national and regional development plans and frameworks, as well as into development assistance for low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). With less than 2% of Official Development Assistance (ODA) for Health currently allocated to NCDs, this is an urgent priority. NCDs must be a fixture in implementation and accountability strategies for the SDGs;  
· Strengthen health systems and leverage health and development platforms and multisectoral partnerships in order to avoid silos in the delivery of resources, services, and care.  Civil society is a critical partner in a whole-of-society response to the SDGs;
Achieving the NCD target and taking swift action to establish strong health policies aligned with these new commitments will not only help achieve the SDGs, but enable progress across all dimensions and realise sustainable human development. <Name of your organisation> stands ready to assist <name of country> in executing these next steps in the NCD response, and we look forward to collaborations.

Sincerely,

<Insert your name, signature, title, etc>
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